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a few more will be left here. The majority of the people
in Government services are even today Indians and
their number will increase as time goes on. I think no
one will deny that. For them English is more difficult
than any other language.

As regards the second requirement: Religious
intercourse through English is an impossibility unless
our people throughout the land begin to speak English.
Spread of English among the masses to this extent is
clearly impossible.

English simply cannot satisfy the third requirement,
because the    majority in India do not speak it.

The fourth also cannot be met by English because
it is not an easy language to learn for the whole of India.

Considering the fifth we see that the status which
English enjoys today is temporary. The fact is that in
India the need for English in national affairs will be,
if at all, very little. It will certainly be required for
imperial affairs. It will remain the language of diplomacy
between different States within the Empire. But that is
a different matter. English will be necessary for that
purpose. We do not hate English. All that we want is
not to allow it to go beyond its proper limits. And
because English will remain the imperial language we
will compel our Malaviyajis, our Shastris and our
Banerjees to learn it and expect them to enhance the
glory of our country wherever they go. But English
cannot become the national language of India. To give
it that place will be like introducing Esperanto into the
country. To think that English can become our national
language is a sign of weakness and betrays ignorance.

Then which is the language which fulfils all the five
requirements ? We shall have to admit that it is Hindi.